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folves among tlie natives, with little oppofition, and it 
would finely be no proof of judgment to imitate them 
m an error which they have now retracted, and de- 
prive the book of its chief ufe by fcrupulous di- 
itmctions, 1 

Of fuch words however, all are not equally to be 
confidered as parts of our language, for fome of them 
are naturalized and incorporated, but others ftill con- 
tinue aliens, and are rather auxiliaries than fubjects. 
This naturalization is produced either by an admiffion 
into common fpeech in fome metaphorical fignification, 
which is the acquifition of a kind of property among us, 
as we fay the zenith of advancement, the meridian of life' 
the f.cynofufe of neighbouring eyes ; or it is the confe- 
quence of long intermixture and frequent ufe, by which 
the ear is accuftomed to the found of words till their 
original is forgotten, as in equator, fatellites ; or of 
the change of a foreign to an Englifh termination, and 
a conformity to the laws of the fpeech into which they 
are adopted, as in category, cachexy, peripneumo?2y. 

Of thofe which yet continue in the ftate of aliens, 
and have made no approaches towards aflimilation, 
fome feem neceffary to be retained, becaufe the 
purchafers of the dictionary will expect to find them. 
Such are many words in the common law, as capias, 
habeas corpus, prcemtmire, niji prius : fuch are fome 
iterms of controverfial divinity, as hypofiafis ; and of 

phyfick, 

f Milton, 
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phyfick, as the names of difeafes ; and in general all 
terms which can be found in books not written pro- 
feffedly upon particular arts, or can be fuppofed ne- 
ceffary to thofe who do not regularly ftudy them. 
Thus when a reader not fkilled in phyfick happens in 
Milton upon this line, 

- pining atrophy,. 

Marafmus, and wide-wafting peftilence. 

he will with equal expectation look into his dictionary 
for the word marafmus, as for atrophy, or pejlilence y 
and will have reafbn to complain if he does not find it. 

It feems neceffary to the completion of a dictionary 
defign'd not merely for critics but for popular ufe, that 
it fhould comprife, in fome degree, the peculiar words 
of every profeffion ; that the terms of war and navi- 
gation fhould be inferted fo far as they can be required 
by readers of travels, and of hiftory ; and thofe of law, 
merchandiie and mechanical trades, fo far as they can 
be fuppofed ufeful in the occurrences of common life. 

But there ought, however, to be fome diftindion 
made between the different claffes of words, and 
therefore it will be proper to print thofe which are 
mcorporated mto the language in the ufual character, 
and thofe which are ftill to be confidered as foreign, irt 
the Itahck letter. & 
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